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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A physical distribution business management method, 
comprising: 

an image data generation step for generating image data of a plurality of typos of 
documents document on which a condition for exporting or importing goods is described, 
said image data generation step generating said image data upon reception of said documents 
document obtained as a result of execution of a physical distribution step; 

an image data storage step for storing the image data generated in said image data 
generation step to be associated with said goods to a freight tracking information database, 
upon generation of said image databas e data; 

a document data storage step for storing document data described on said document to 
said freight tracking information database in association with said goods, upon generation of 
said image data, said document data to be associated with said goods including date data 
re presenting an execution date of the physical distrib u tion st e p related to said document ; 

an identification data storage step for storing identification data that identifies a party 
concerned with export or import of said goods among, in addition to a consignor and a 
consignee, a number of parties concerned with export or import of said goods; and 

a data output step, when said party concerned specifies data relating to goods, for 
obtaining image data [[or]] and document data of the data s tored , in said freight tracking 
information database, in association with the corresponding specified data in said stored 
document data, and for outputting said obtained data, 

wherein said imago data storage step determines a type of the generated imago data, 
and whon the determined typo is different from a predetermined typo, conv e rts said image 
data to said predetermined typo and stores the converted imago data; 



Application No. 10/020,932 

Reply to Office Action of January 10, 2008 

wherein said identification data storage step decides a range of an output enable the 
image and document data to said party concerned based on the stored identification data, and 
said data output step obtains data matching said decided range; 

wherein said data output step includes the steps of, based on said decided range and 
said specified data relating to the goods, obtaining image data of an associated one or a 
plurality of documents, and outputting said image data [[or]] and said document data to a 
terminal of said concerned party to thereby display a curr e nt status of a transfer of said goods, 
on said terminal of said concerned party; and 

wherein said data output step further comprises displaying, on a display device of the 
terminal based on said obtained data, a diagram illustrating the curr e nt status of the transfer 
of said goods, wherein oaid diagram changes as the current status of the transfer of goods 
chang e:, bm i rl ?n-sakj obtained Hntn wherein the step of displaying the diagram includes 

dis playing a plurality of images, e ach image representing a physical location used in 

the transfer of said goods; and 

dis playing an arrow between two images i n said diagram when the date data in the 
obtained document data indicates that a ph y sical distribution step involving the physical 
locations cor res ponding to the two images h as been completed, and repeating the step of 
dis playing an arrow for all of the date data in the obtained document data to thereby display a 
current and historical status of the transfer of the goods. 



2. (Currently Amended) The physical distribution business management method 
according to claim 1 , wherein said document data storage? step stores date data rcprcocnting 
an execution date of procedures for exporting or importing oaid goods, and said data output 
step specifies a completed procedure of said procedures based on said date data, and outputs 
data representing the specified completed procedure. 
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3. (Canceled) 

4. (Original) The physical distribution business management method according to 
claim 1 , wherein said document data storage step displays image data stored in said image 
data storage step and stores document data from the document displayed in said image data. 

5. (Original) The physical distribution business management method according to 
claim 2, wherein said document data storage step displays image data stored in said image 
data storage step and stores document data from the document displayed in said image data. 

6. (Previously Presented) The physical distribution business management method 
according to claim 2, wherein said document data storage step displays image data stored in 
said image data storage step and stores document data from the document displayed in said 
image data. 

7. (Previously Presented) The physical distribution business management method 
according to claim 4, wherein said image data generation step reads an image of a face of said 
document and generates said image data representing said read image, and said image data 
storage step obtains said generated image data and stores said obtained image data to be 
associated with the corresponding goods. 

8. (Previously Presented) The physical distribution business management method 
according to claim 5, wherein said image data generation step reads an image of a face of said 
document and generates said image data representing said read image, and said image data 
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storage step obtains said generated image data and stores said obtained image data to be 
associated with the corresponding goods. 

9. (Previously Presented) The physical distribution business management method 
according to claim 6, wherein said image data generation step reads an image of a face of said 
document and generates said image data representing said read image, and said image data 
storage step obtains said generated image data and stores said obtained image data to be 
associated with the corresponding goods. 

10. (Currently Amended) A physical distribution business management system, 
comprising: 

image data generation means for generating image data of a plurality of typ e s of 
documents document on which a condition for exporting or importing goods is described, 
said image data generation means generating said image data upon reception of said 
documents document obtained as a result of execution of a physical distribution step; 

image data storage means for storing the image data generated by said image data 
generation means to be associated with said goods to a freight tracking information database, 
upon generation of said image databas e data; 

document data storage means for storing document data described on said document 
to said freight tracking information database in association with said goods, upon generation 
of said image data, said document data to bo as s ociated with said goods including date data 
representing an execution date of the physical distribution step related to said document; 

identification data storage means for storing identification data that identifies a party 
concerned with export or import of said goods among, in addition to a consignor and a 
consignee, a number of parties concerned with export or import of said goods; and 
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data output means, when said party concerned specifies data relating to goods, for 
obtaining image data [[or]] mid document data of the data stored , in said freight tracking 
information database, in a s sociation with the corroGponding sp e cified data in said stor e d 
document data, and for outputting said obtained data, 

wher e in said imag e data storag e moans determines a typ e of the g e n e rat e d imag e data, 
and when th e det e rmined typo is different from a predetermined typo, converts said image 
data to said pred e t e rmined typo and stor e s the converted imago data; 

wherein said identification data storage means decides a range of an output enabl e the 
image and document data to said party concerned based on the stored identification data, and 
said data output means obtains data matching said decided range; 

wherein said data output means includes, based on said decided range and said 
specified data relating to the goods, means for obtaining image data of an associated one or a 
plurality of documents, and means for outputting said image data [[or]] and said document 
data to a terminal of said concerned party to thereby display a current status of a transfer of 
said goods, on said terminal of said concerned part; and 

wherein said data output means displays, on a display device of the terminal based on 
said obtained data, a diagram illustrating the curr e nt status of the transfer of said goods, 
wherein said diagram chang e s as the current s tatus of the transfer of goods changes, ba s ed on 
r .nid obtain e d data wherein the data output means 

dis plays a plurality of images, each image representing a physical location used in the 

transfer of said goods; and 

displays an arrow between two images in said diagram when th e date data in the 
obtained document data indicates that a physical distribut ion step involving the physical 
locations corresponding to the two images has been completed, and repeats displayin g an 
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arrow for all of the date data in the obtained document data to thereby disp lay a current and 
historical status of the transfer of the goods . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The physical distribution business management system 
according to claim 10, wherein said docum e nt data storage means stores date data 
representing an ex e cution date of procedur e s for exporting or importing said goods, and said 
data output means specifies a completed procedure of said procedures based on said date 
data, and outputs data representing the specified completed procedure. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Original) The physical distribution business management system according to 
claim 10, wherein said document data storage means displays image data stored by said 
image data storage means and stores document data from the document displayed in said 
image data. 

14. (Original) The physical distribution business management system according to 
claim 11, wherein said document data storage means displays image data stored in said image 
data storage means and stores document data from the document displayed in said image 
data. 

15. (Previously Presented) The physical distribution business management system 
according to claim 1 1 , wherein said document data storage means displays image data stored 
in said image data storage means and stores document data from the document displayed in 
said image data. 
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16. (Previously Presented) The physical distribution business management system 
according to claim 13, wherein said image data generation means reads an image of a face of 
said document and generates said image data representing said read image, and said image 
data storage means obtains said generated image data and stores said obtained image data to 
be associated with the corresponding goods. 

17. (Previously Presented) The physical distribution business management system 
according to claim 14, wherein said image data generation means reads an image of a face of 
said document and generates said image data representing said read image, and said image 
data storage means obtains said generated image data and stores said obtained image data to 
be associated with the corresponding goods. 

18. (Previously Presented) The physical distribution business management system 
according to claim 15, wherein said image data generation means reads an image of a face of 
said document and generates said image data representing said read image, and said image 
data storage means obtains said generated image data and stores said obtained image data to 
be associated with the corresponding goods. 

19. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium having a computer- 
program recorded thereon, said computer program causing a computer to perform the steps 
of: 

generating image data of a plurality of types of docum e nts document on which a 
condition for exporting or importing goods is described, said image data generation step 
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generating said image data upon reception of said docum e nts document obtained as a result 
of execution of a physical distribution step; 

storing image data generated in said image data generation step to be associated with 
said goods to a freight tracking information database, upon generation of said image databas e 
data ; 

storing document data described on said document to said freight tracking information 
database in association with said goods, upon generation of said image data, said document 
data to bo associated with said goods including da te data representing an execution date of 
the physical distribution step related to said document ; 

storing identification data that identifies a party concerned with export or import of 
said goods among, in addition to a consignor and a consignee, a number of parties concerned 
with export or import of said goods, to decide a range of an output enable data to said party 
concerned based on stored identification data; and 

when said party concerned specifies data relating to goods, obtaining image data 
[[or]] and document data of the data stored , in said freight tracking information database^n 
association with the corresponding specified data in said stored document data and which 
matches said decided range, and outputting said obtained data, 

wherein said imago data storage st o p determines a typo of tho generated imago data, 
and when the dotorminod typo is different from a predetermined typo, converts said image 
data to said prodotorminod typo and stores tho converted imago data; 

wherein said data output step includes the steps of, based on said decided range and 
said specified data relating to the goods, obtaining image data of an associated one or a 
plurality of documents, and outputting said image data [[or]] and said document data to a 
terminal of said concerned party to thereby display a current status of a transfer of said goods, 
on said terminal of said concerned party; and 
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wherein said data output step further comprises displaying, on a display device of the 
terminal based on said obtained data, a diagram illustrating the current status of the transfer 
of said goods, whoroin said diagram chang e s as the curr e nt status of th e transf e r of goods 
rtinngor. hnnnH on r . nid obtain e d data wherein the step of displaying the diagram includes 

displaying a plurality of images, each image representing a physical location used in 

the transfer of said goods; and 

displaying an arrow between two images in said diagram when the date d ata in the 
obtained document data indicates that a physical distributi on step involving the physical 
locations corresponding to the two images has been completed, and repeating the step of 
displaying an arrow for all of the date data in the obtained documen t data to thereby display a 
current and historical status of the transfer of the goods . 

20. (Currently Amended) A physical distribution business management method, 
comprising: 

an identification data storage step for storing identification data that identifies a party 
concerned with export or import of goods, wherein, in addition to a consignor and consignee, 
a number of parties are concerned with exporting or importing goods; 

an image data generation step for generating image data of a document, that is used in 
a procedure for the delivery of goods between respective parties concerned, on which a 
condition for exporting or importing goods is described, said image data generation step 
generating said image data upon reception of said docum e nts document obtained as a result 
of execution of a physical distribution step; 

an image data storage step for storing image data, generated in said image data 
generation step, to be associated with said goods to a freight tracking information database, 
upon generation of said image database; 

10 
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a document data storage step for storing document data, described on said document 
to said freight tracking information database in association with said goods, upon generation 
of said image data, to bo associated with said goods said document data including date data 
representing an execution date of the physical distribution step related to s aid document; and 
a data output step, when said party concerned specifies data relating to the goods, for 
obtaining image data [[or]] mid document data of the data stored , in said freight tracking 
information database, in association with the corr e sponding specified data in s aid stor e d 
docum e nt data, and outputting said obtained data, 

wherein said identification data storage step decides a range of an output e nabl e the 
image and document data to said party concerned based on the stored identification data, and 
said data output step obtains data matching said decided range, 

wherein said image data storage st o p determines a typo of the gen e rated imago data, 
and wh o n tho determined typo is different from a predetermined typo, converts said image 
data to said predet e rmined type and stor e s the converted imago data; 

wherein said data output step includes the steps of, based on said decided range and 
said specified data relating to the goods, obtaining image data of an associated one or a 
plurality of documents, and outputting said image data [[or]] and said document data to a 
terminal of said concerned party to thereby display a current status of a transfer of said goods, 
on said terminal of said concerned party; and 

wherein said data output step further comprises displaying, on a display device of the 
terminal based on said obtained data, a diagram illustrating the curr e nt status of the transfer 
of said goods, wherein said diagram changes as tho current statu s of the transfer of goods 
rhnng™\ WnH nn Pn ^ ebtamed data wherein the step of d isplaying the diagram includes 

displaying a plurality of images, each image representing a physical location used in 
the transfer of said goods; and 
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displaying an arrow between two images in said diagram when the date data in the 
obtained document data indicates that a physical distribution step inv olving the physical 
locations corresponding to the two images has been completed, and repeating the step of 
displaying an arrow for all of the date data in the obtained document data to thereby display a 
current and historical status of the transfer of the goods . 

21. (Currently Amended) A physical distribution business management system, 
comprising: 

an image data generation unit configured to generate image data of a document on 
which a condition for exporting or importing goods is described, said image data generation 
unit configured to generate said image data upon reception of said docum e nts document 
obtained as a result of execution of a physical distribution step; 

an image data storage unit configured to store image data, generated by said image 
data generation unit, to be associated with said goods to a freight tracking information, 
database upon generation of said image database; 

a document data storage unit configured to document data, described on said 
document to said freight tracking information database in association with said goods, upon 
generation of said image data, to bo associated with said good s the docume nt data including 
date data representing an execution date of the physical d istribution step related to said 
document ; 

an identification data storage unit configured to store identification data that identifies 
a party concerned with export or import of said goods, wherein, in addition to a consignor 
and consignee, a number of parties are concerned with exporting or importing goods; and 

a data output unit which, when said party concerned specifies data relating to the 
goods, is configured to obtain image data [[or]] and document data of the data stored , in said 
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freight tracking information database, in association with the corr e sponding specified data in 
s aid stor e d document data, and to output said obtained data, 

wherein said identification data storage unit is configured to decide a range of an 
output enable the image and document data to said party concerned based on stored 
identification data, and said data output units umt is configured to obtain data matching said 
decided range; 

wherein s aid imag e data storag e unit is configured to determine a typ e of the 
generat e d imago data, and wh e n the determined typo is diff e rent from a pr e determined type, 
convert said imago data to said pred e termined typo and stor e th e converted imago data; 

wherein said data output unit is configured to, based on said decided range and said 
specified data relating to the goods, obtain image data of an associated one or a plurality of 
documents, and output said image data [[or]] and said document data to a terminal of said 
concerned party to thereby display a current status of a transfer of said goods, on said 
terminal of said concerned party; and 

wherein said data output unit is configured to display, on a display device of the 
terminal based on said obtained data, a diagram illustrating the curr e nt status of the transfer 
of said goods, whoroin said diagram changes as tho current status of tho transfer of good s 
change based said nhtninod data wherein the data output unit is config ured 

to dis play a plurality of images, each image representing a physical loca tion used in 

the transfer of said goods; and 

to display an arrow between two images in said diagram w hen the date data in the 
obtained document data indicates that a physical distribution step involving the physical 
locations corresponding to the two images has been com p leted, and to repeat the display of 
arrow for all of the date data in the obtained document data to thereby display a current a nd 
historical status of the transfer of the goods. 
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22. (Currently Amended) A physical distribution business management system, 
comprising: 

an identification data storage unit configured to store identification data that identifies 
a party concerned with export or import of goods, wherein, in addition to a consignor and 
consignee, a number of parties are concerned with exporting or importing goods; 

a image data generation unit configured to generate image data of a document, which 
is used in a procedure for delivery of goods between respective parties concerned, on which a 
condition for exporting or importing goods is described, said image data generation unit 
configured to generate said image data upon reception of said documents obtained as a result 
of execution of a physical distribution step; 

an image data storage unit configured to store image data, generated by said image 
data generation unit, to be associated with said goods to a freight tracking information 
database, upon generation of said image databas e data; 

a document data storage unit configured to store document data, described on said 
document to said freight tracking information database in association with said goods, upon 
generation of said image data, to b o associated with said goods the document data including 
date data representing an execution date of the physical distribution step related to said 
document ; and 

a data output unit, when said party concerned species data relating to goods, is 
configured to obtain image data [[or]] and document data of the data stored , in said freight 
tracking information database, in association with the corresponding specified data in said 
stor e d document data, and to output said obtained data, 

wherein said identification data storage unit is configured to decide a range of an 
output enable the document and image data to said party concerned based on stored 
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identification data, and said data output unit is configured to obtain data matching said 
decided range; 

whoroin said imag e data storage unit is configured to d o tormino a typ e of th e 
g e nerat e d imago data, and when tho d e t e rmined type is differ e nt from a pr e determin e d typ e , 
convert said imag e data to said pred e t e rmined type and stor e the conv e rted image data; 

wherein said data output unit is configured to, based on said decided range and said 
specified data relating to the goods, obtain image data of an associated one or a plurality of 
documents, and output said image data [[or]] and said document data to a terminal of said 
concerned party to thereby display a curr e nt status of a transfer of said goods, on said 
terminal of said concerned party; and 

wherein said data output unit is configured to display, on a display device of the 
terminal based on said obtained data, a diagram illustrating the curr e nt status of the transfer 
of said goods, whor o in s aid diagram chang e s as tho current status of tho transfer of goods 
rhnn£™\ WnH nr . miH nhtninori data wherein the data o utput unit is configured 

to display a plurality of images, each image representing a physical location used in 

the transfer of said goods; and 

to display an arrow between two images in said diagram w hen the date data in the 
obtained document data indicates that a physical distribu tion step involving the physical 
locations corresponding to the two images has been completed, a nd to repeat the display of an 
arrow for all of the date data in the obtained document da ta to thereby display a current and 
historical status of the transfer of the goods . 

23. (Canceled) 
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24. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of images in said diagram 
includes at least one of an image of a production plant, an image of a shipping port, an image 
of an unloading port, and an image of a client. 
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